4

ART] Déclé‘s‘sff’ié&“and Approved For Release 2013/12/23 : CIA-RD
M

ON PAGE

21 SEPTEMBER 1930

P92B00478R000800340026-9

PrERINE

Carter Denies Directing Disclosure of St

" ByRICHARD BURT "™

o Specinlto The New York Times. 5~

. WASHINGTON; Sept. 20 — President

Carter denied today that he or his staff

had authorized the disciosure of informa-

tion on the highly secret Air Force pro-

to develop a radar-resistant air-

craft, and said that the Attorney Gener-

al’s office had been ordered to investigate
the matter. :=" R

" In a letter-to Representative Samuel S.

Stratton, Democrat of upstate New York,

nological breakthrough.” Mr. Carter said
'that early in his Administration, he or-
dered the Defense Department ‘‘to main-.
tain the security of the Stealth program
as tightly as possible.” He added, “I can
and do state unequivocally that neither I,
nor any member of the White House staff
acting under my direction or authoriza-
tion, have engaged in or authorized the
leaking of classified information concern-
ing the Stealth program.” .

- Mr. Carter termed the Air Force pro-

i White House aides said the Administra- | in this matter was correct.” * "..70:1
tion was forced to acknowledge the pro-| .- Congressinal aides said Mr. Carter's

A

i

Meanwhile, a high-ranking defense of-
ficial, who asked not to be identified, said
; that Secretary of Defense Harold Brown
-told-a group of aides last month that,
sprior to the disclosures, the Administra-
tion was planning to unveil the existence
of the Stealth pruject late this month..
Mr. Carter’s:letter is designed to de-
-fuse the political controversy that devel-
oped: last month: when Mr. Brown, at a
news - conference,: confirmed-ithat the
United States was building a new:genera-
tion of experimental aircraft nearly in-
visible to Soviet radar. Mr. Brown and

gramtimown as Stealth, ““a major tech- !""t""fhere have been suggestions, from

Adm. Elmo R. Zumwalt Jr., retired, and
others, that the White House ordered Mr.
Brown to disclose the research program
.as part of campaign to counter criticism
from Ronald Reagan, -the Republican
Presidential nominee, of Mr. Carter's

mer Chief of Naval Operations, is an ad-
viser to the Reagan campaign. . - e
In addition to denying that the White

. House had any role in the original disclo-
| sures concerning Stealth, Mr. Carter also

told Mr. Stratton that the decision to ac-
knowledge the project’s existence had
been made by Secretary Brown. Mr. Car-
ter said Mr. Brown had been given full re-

| 1ts classification and security aspects.”

- Mr. Carter said that on Aug. 17;-when

knowledge the existence of the program,
“Iagreed with that decision.” - .-\

to take that step, but I approved it'then,

and continue to believe that his judgment

LDt

military record. Admiral Zumwalt, for-|

. sponsibility for the program, “including |
Mr. Brown told him of his plan to ac--

- Mr. Carter added, *“I did not direét him |

. ’pm]ect appeared in newspapers ‘and on: doubts on Capltol Hill .about the ‘White

{gram’s existence after accounts: of the’ letter would probably relieve some of the |

| television news programs.

“si---+ - Political Motive Alleged s

-‘-.'-‘However, in hearings in recent weeks
held by the House Armed Services inves-

House role in the matter, but they said

that additional questions still had 6 be -

resolved. For instance, they said, the ra-
tionale for:Mr. Brown’s decision tohold a

{held | A ; news conference on the secret program-
-|txganons subcommittee, which Mr. Strat- remained unclear. ;.. ;. % o

i ton heads, political opponents of Mr. Car-!
‘ter have charged that Mr. Brown'’s news;
:conference was meant to enhance the Ad-!
iminjstration’s image on military pre-

TGO

-cles. -

paredness. In private, several Pentagon
aides have said that Mr. Brown could
have refused comment on the news arti-
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